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Safeguarding Policy
1. Introduction
The Carlo Acutis Youth Groups are committed to ensuring a safe, welcoming, and respectful environment for all children and young people. We recognise our responsibility to safeguard and promote their well-being, in line with UK law and the Catholic Church’s Safeguarding Policies.
This policy outlines the procedures we follow to protect children and young people participating in our activities. It applies to all volunteers, leaders, and participants.
2. Safeguarding Principles
· Every young person is valued, respected, and has the right to a safe environment.
· Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.
· We promote a culture of openness where concerns are reported and addressed.
· We adhere to safer recruitment and selection practices.
· All leaders and volunteers are trained in safeguarding procedures.
3. Leadership and Responsibilities
· A Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) for each group oversee all safeguarding concerns and policies.
· All leaders must complete safeguarding training and be aware of their responsibilities.
· Volunteers aged 16-17 may assist in activities but will not be given sole responsibility for a group.
4. Safe Supervision and Ratios
To ensure the safety of all participants:
· Activities will always have at least two responsible adults present.
· Minimum adult-to-child ratios:
· 9-12 years: 1 adult per 8 children
· 13-18 years: 1 adult per 10 young people
· Risk assessments will determine if additional supervision is needed.
5. Code of Conduct for Leaders and Volunteers
All adults involved in the group must:
· Treat all children and young people with respect and dignity.
· Never be alone with a child or young person.
· Never invite a child or young person to their home or personal space.
· Maintain appropriate boundaries in communication (e.g., no private messages via social media).
· Report any safeguarding concerns immediately.
6. Dealing with Safeguarding Concerns
· All safeguarding concerns must be reported to the Designated Safeguarding Lead.
· If there is immediate risk of harm, contact emergency services (999).
· Concerns should be documented and shared with the Parish Safeguarding Representative.
7. Preventing and Responding to Bullying
We have a zero-tolerance policy towards bullying. All incidents will be addressed, and appropriate action taken.
8. Safe Use of Technology
· Personal social media accounts must not be used to communicate with young people.
· Emails and messages must be sent via official group accounts.
· Photos and videos will only be taken with parental consent.
9. Trips and Off-Site Activities
· Parents must provide written consent for trips and residential stays.
· Accommodation will be gender-specific and supervised by trained leaders.
· A risk assessment will be completed for every trip.
10. First Aid and Medication
· A trained first aider will be present at all events.
· Medication must be managed in line with parental instructions and documented appropriately.
11. Review and Accountability
This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure compliance with Diocesan and UK Safeguarding Standards.
For more information or to raise a safeguarding concern, please contact the Designated Safeguarding Lead for each Youth Group or the Parish Safeguarding Representative.
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